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A Serious Clown

Russell alumnus develops children’s books, TV programs

By Aaron Nelsen
The Brownsville Herald

November 1, 2006 —  Michael Anthony Steele knows that one of the most
difficult challenges writers face is the blank page.

Every writer has a ritual that fuels the creative engine, and for Steele, a
children’s author, that begins by defining the universe of his characters.

“It helps to take this big un-wieldy mess and make it a little bit easier,” Steele
said. “It takes off from anything is possible to this is what I have.”

Steele is a freelance writer with experience writing for television, movies and books.

Steele was recently in Brownsville to visit his old stomping grounds at Russell Elementary. It was the 
first time the 38-year-old had been back to see his alma mater since his family moved from the city 
three decades ago.

He decided to show his wife the place he grew up and went to school, which led to his appearance at
the school’s 90th anniversary celebration.

Steele told local students that his interest in writing began when he was their age, but he didn’t exactly
take a direct path to his current career.

He slowly worked his way into the industry taking jobs when they came along until he landed a staff
writing position on the PBS show “Wishbone.”

That led to writing jobs for the popular television program “Barney,” the preschool video series “Boz,”
and he has written 50 books for the Scholastic publishing company.

Currently, Steele is working with a partner on a project called “Clown Commandos,” which he hopes
to develop into both a comic book series and television cartoon series.

“Its kind of like ‘G.I. Joe’ meets the (‘Teenage Mutant) Ninja Turtles,’” Steele said of the project.

According to Steele the idea for “Clown Commandos” sprung from his partner’s childhood fear of
them.

From an alternate universe, the Clown Commandos are revered and respected on their planet. They use
the same arsenal of props that clowns on Earth do, however they have developed highly skilled 
non-lethal fighting techniques.

“They use the same things all clowns do,” Steele said of the comic characters. “But they are ‘G.I. Joe’
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serious about it.”

Steele is hoping that the “Clown Commandos” Web site will build a fan base before launching the
bigger comic book and television series projects.

The freelance title aside, Steele works pretty much every day, and is working on anywhere from five to
six projects at once. He describes the lifestyle as “feast or famine.”

He considers himself lucky to be doing what he wants, but he tells children that they can do anything 
they want.

As for writers Steele recommends reading as much as possible, but ultimately you have to write.

“That hardest part is that blank page,” he said. “You just have to get started.”
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